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Civil Services (Main) Examination, 1997

PHILOSOPHY
(Paper I)

Time Allowed : Three Hours Maximum Marks : 300

QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

(Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions)

There are EIGHT questions divided in two Sections.

Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, any THREE are to be attempted choosing at least ONE question

from each Section.

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.

Wherever any assumptions are made for answering a question, they must be clearly indicated.

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.

SECTION 'A'

1. Explain and comment (in not more than 200 words each) on any three of the following:

20×3=60

(a) The idea of an all-perfect, omnipotent being implies also that it or He exists.

(b) The dialectical method simply consists in challenging every typical attitude or belief by

rendering its partisan claims logically ridiculous.

(c) Kant reconciles rationalism with empiricism by superseding them.

(d) I think therefore I am.

2. State, explain and discuss the various theories in traditional European philosophy regarding

the relationship of body and mind. 60

3. Elucidate Bertrand Russell’s theory of descriptions, and examine it with special reference to

its criticism by P.F. Strawson.

OR

Explain the basic concepts of the phenomenology of Edmund Husserl. Is it only a

philosophical method or can it be regarded as metaphysics? 60

4. Discuss the following view with reference to the philosophers whom you have studied.

‘Philosophy takes the conceptual systems developed by scientists, mathematicians, art

critics, moralists, theologians et al, as its subject-matter and seeks to explain and clarify

what has to be explained and clarified about such systems in order to render them fully

comprehensible.’

OR

Explain the nature of substance and its relation to attributes according to Spinoza. 60

SECTION 'B'

5. Explain briefly and comment critically on any three of the following in not more than 200

words each:

20×3=60

(a) Svatah-pramanya and paratah-pramanya

(b) Padartha

(c) Mahavakyas of Upanishads

(d) Bodhisattva
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6. State and evaluate the various theories of causation in Indian philosophy. 60

7. Compare and contrast the various views on the nature of the self and its liberation in the

various schools of Indian philosophy, both orthodox and heterodox. 60

8. Explain the nature of prakrti and its evolution according to the Samkya system. 60


